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The WORLD is changing,  
  SOCIETY is changing and so are its needs.  
  The social sciences and humanities are at  
the heart of these changes1.  
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We need to find better ways of articulating what we actually do 
(which doesn’t necessarily match current public perceptions)2. 
 
We’ve got a lot to offer, but we need to elbow our way in – not wait for 
opportunities to come to us, but go out and SEARCH for them. Fight!1 

Why are you doing what you are doing? All research must have a context, a narrative3.  

Problems are not discipline-orientated,  
so we shouldn’t go at them from a discipline  
perspective. Wisdom doesn’t reside within  
university walls alone, but also beyond4. 

CRAFT your objectives at earlier stages – you stand a better chance of being transformative5. 

INTERDISCIPLINARITY 
 
  

requires collaboration across a wide range of heterogenous actors. 
This can be facilitated by: 

•  shared problem definition 
•  shared language and theoretical concepts 

•  shared trust5 

WE NEED TO CHANGE IN ORDER TO FULFILL OUR PUBLIC VALUE 
We’ve built barriers that we need to knock down. 
We need a strategy for civic engagement – not just dissemination6. 

We are in the middle of a 
COLLECTIVE INTELLIGENCE REVOLUTION  

in which people become CREATORS OF KNOWLEDGE. 
 

But the social sciences are falling behind in this 
compared to other disciplines. 

 
It’s better for the social sciences if we don’t give the 
packaged conclusions, but UP-SKILL SOCIETY8. 

When planning an 
initiative, you need to start 
at  THE END: what do you 
want to achieve? 
Then think about how you 
will demonstrate impact.  
Then keep working 
backwards7. 


